
 

written by Tom Williams and Errol Zimmerman 

Central Bobcat Alumni Foundation . 
 The ‘Central Echo’ was created by current Health teacher, Tom Williams, in an 
effort to raise  awareness of Central High Athletics and support needy scholar athletes 
with scholarship money for college.   The foundation was founded by Tom, his dad 
Gary Williams (Class of 1963), and former student and friend Brando Ponce (Class of 
2013) serving as treasurer.  

 Central High today, as in the past, has a number of athletes who have both          
the grades and the skill to compete at the college level, but many of them lack the       
money needed to attend college.  Even if they are fortunate enough to get an athletic 
scholarship, they may lack money for food, textbooks, clothing, and other essentials     
for college life.  Our purpose as a foundation is to raise money to help these young     
men and women attend—and graduate—from college, which will be a great benefit      
for them in all their future endeavors.  The nominees for financial help are listed below, 
and  we hope that you can help us help them. 

Central Bobcat Alumni Foundation Board Members 

Gary Williams (1963), Tom Williams (1985), and Brando Ponce, treasurer  

     

                         !  

�1

The Central Echo



         Scholarship Nominees 

Eloi and Cosmas 
Kwete, Central High juniors.  
While they were waiting in line 
during registration in 2016, 
soccer coach Xavier Flores 
asked Eloi and Cosmas Kwete 
if they wanted to play soccer.   
Although they played soccer 
many years growing up in the 
refugee camp in Zimbabwe, 
they were not interested in 
soccer—they “wanted to try 
something new.”  Cosmas 
(pronounced: CosmOs) and 
Eloi Kwete (18 year-old twins) 
were originally from Congo, 
but at the age of two their 
parents fled their native 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
to seek refuge in Zimbabwe. 
Their parents had two sets of 
twins, two more boys and a 
girl,  so seven children were 
raised in a refugee camp 
learning French, English, 
Kinyerwanda, Swahili, Lingala, 
and Shona.  

The boys had limited 
freedom in their camp at 
Tagongara, Zimbabwe.  It was very hot and dry, and they slept on the ground.  They had well 
water, but it was infected with bacteria and the family had to either boil the water or use water 
purifiers.  Their house had a sitting room, a kitchen, and a bedroom (small)—which also served 
as the dining room, living room, laundry room or whatever they needed.  Food was scarce, and 
they would often struggle at the end of the month to eat.  Their elementary education was 
provided by young college graduates sent in from local colleges in Zimbabwe.   

Their father was educated, but had to rely on survival skills and barter for the scarce 
monthly rations.  He was a butcher—but enrolled in a hybrid (online/face to face) college 
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program to achieve his degree.  Their 
mother kept busy, too.  She was fluent 
in six languages (French, Chiluba, 
Shona, Swahili, English, and Lingala) 
and she was able to help people apply 
for school and refugee programs for 13 
years.  She was the wife of a pastor 
and was therefore an anointed spiritual 
leader.   

The family caught a break 
when Mr. Kwete landed a teaching job 
as a lecturer in the French University 
Chinhoyi.  This is where the boys’ 
older brother Oliver introduced them 
to rugby.  They lived in a larger house 
with better accommodations.   They 
were invited to play for internationally 
known ‘Old Mutual’ (an insurance 
company) that sponsored the 
Zimbabwe national team (17u).  They 
played for their public school rugby 
team as well, and they were fortunate 
enough to earn a scholarship to play 
for the Churchill Boy’s Military 
Academy—where they received a very 
good grades and played rugby. 

The boys represent Arizona as 
All-Arizona Rugby players.  They each have football offers from NAU, Wofford, UMASS, and 
Idaho.  They are enrolled in English 5-6 summer school and preparing to take the ACT in July.  
After school they participate in football practice and weight training, and  on Wednesdays and 
Fridays they travel to Ahwatukee for rugby practice.  Their team is preparing for a trip to Denver, 
CO, this summer.  

Additional Notes:  •Their refugee program is IRC (International Rescue Committee), the 
umbrella organization that provided a refugee program to move to Phoenix.  -   •Cosmas has scholarship 
offers from Kansas, New Mexico, and UNLV.    -     •Both have scholarship offers to NAU, Wofford, The 
University of Massachusetts, and Idaho.   -    •Eloj was an all-star on the Arizona State Rugby team that 
won a Division II championship.   -   They are both attending summer school taking English 5-6.  -  
•Oliver Kwete, 19, recently spoke in New York City on behalf of the International Rescue Committee’s 
(IRC).  He was chosen among refuge youth candidates across the country to talk about how he emigrated 
from the Congo to Zimbabwe to the U.S.. 
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Naing Naing Tway and EiEi Naing, 
Central High junior and senior.   
Naing Naing Tway (NeNe) and EiEi 
Naing were born in war-torn 
Myanmar (Burma).  Their mom, Naw 
Gay, and father, Htoo Htoo, applied to 
enter a refugee camp in Taiwan after 
the Burmese Army invaded their 
hometown and they were persecuted
—as were others in the Karen ethnic 
group.  Naing Naing, now a 
graduating senior at Central High (3.8 
GPA), wants to attend ASU by 
applying for student loans.  EiEi 
Naing is her 16 year-old sister, who is 
the returning #1 player for the girls’ 
badminton team.  Both sisters have 
many academic and athletic 
achievements—but have no 
scholarship money. 

          Growing-up in a refugee camp 
until the age of six, NeNe says that 
she remembers playing a lot of 
“rubber band games and hop-scotch” 

with two older siblings and friends.  In 2007 the family was given an opportunity to travel to the 
USA, where they touched down at Sky Harbor Airport.  NeNe and EiEi’s family moved into a 
two-bedroom apartment near 19th avenue and Camelback.  Their father started work as a 
dishwasher, and their mom worked in a laundry center folding clothes.  The girls and their two 
older brothers were enrolled in grammar school where they easily picked up English by playing 
with other Karen friends who lived in the adjacent apartment complex. 

 After arriving at Central, four-time Metro Coach of the Year, Manny Valente recruited 
them out to play Badminton.  At first, the girls thought it was just for entertainment, but they 

soon realized the skill and hard work involved.”.  Fast forward to 2018, and both girls have 
become true scholar-athletes with college dreams.    The Central Bobcat Badminton team was the 
only Phoenix Union team to make the post-season.  Central swept through the Metro Section 
with a 5-0 record, had a 10-4 record overall, and advanced to the 16-team division playoffs as a 
12 seed where they lost in the first round. 
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 Lynn Clanton,  Coach Jon Clanton, and TE/DE Casey Clanton.  Senior scholar-
athlete Casey Clanton (at right in the picture above) has seven D-1 scholarship offers as tight 
end, and just received his first offer to play defensive end.  The 6’4” 240 lb. five-sport scholar-
athlete (3.25) enjoys playing 1st base for Central Baseball, center for Coach Bustos’ basketball 
team, and TE/DE for his father, Coach Jonathan Clanton.  Casey also qualified for state in both 
wrestling and javelin.  He believes it’s great to participate in all those sports because “you learn 
new things and get out of your comfort zone.”  It doesn’t come easy, though.  The biggest 
challenge, according to Casey, is “balancing the team sports during the summer.”  His biggest 
advice for incoming freshman is to “do everything, do what you can.  If you have the right 
attitude you can make it.”  

 Casey, a junior, believes the Central Bobcats, with the right attitude, will make it to the 
playoffs next year for the first time since Todd Williamson’s team in 2013.  Casey believes that 
with the talent returning (the Kwete boys in particular) the coming season should be great! 

—————————————————————- 
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 Jailind 
Burton, Central 
High junior.   Jailind 
plays basketball with 
passion, but he didn’t 
find it until the 6th 
grade.  Jailind did not 
play sports partly 
because of 
transitioning through 
five different schools.  
He finally landed at 
the former mecca of 
junior high 
basketball, Isaac 
Junior High on 35th 
Avenue and Thomas.   
Jailind states, “I just 
started to take the 
game seriously when my friends said I could play.”  He began to volunteer at the Boys’ and 
Girls’ club, teaching kids basketball.  The 5’10” 150 lb. junior scholar-athlete has flourished at 
Central by attending honors classes and maintaining a 3.2 GPA.  Playing for Coach Darren 
Bustos, in his 14th year, Jailand earned two team awards:  “The Sixth Man of the Year”  and 
“The defensive Player of the Year.”   

 Jailind is committed to achieving his dream. “Moving throughout the west side in 
Glendale and going to different schools taught me survival instincts.”  When asked what he 
wanted to achieve he said, “I want to have a good in life, so mom won’t have to work so hard.” 
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DID YOU KNOW? 
Central High boasts three Olympic athletes:  Lois Drinkwater 1968 Mexico City olympics, (400 
meter); (Marilyn Ramenofsky, Class of 1964 Tokyo 1964 Olympics, WR holder 1964 (400 meter 
freestyle); Edwin “Winn” Young, Bronze Medalist, 10m Platform diving ,Mexico City, 1968. 



                     Central High School news round-up 

 Coach 
Darren Bustos, 
who began his 
varsity coaching 
legacy in 2005, has 
become Central’s 
all-time winningest 
coach.  His exciting 
brand of basketball 
has translated into 
11 playoff 
appearances in 14 
years!  There is one 
thing that Darren is 
looking forward to, 
though—his first 

Metro Region Championship!  Not since Lynn South accomplished the feat back in 1983 and 
1984 and Bob Strong in 1990, Central has never won the Metro.  That’s nearly 30 years ago.  But 
this is the year.  Central is moving into the 5A Metro Division competing against its sister 
schools:  South, Camelback, Betty Fairfax, Carl Hayden, and Sierra Linda.    Come support the 
awesome Bobcats,  led by Alumni Scholarship nominees:  Casey Clanton and Jailind Burton. 

____________________________________ 

Central Football on the Rise.   
Central Football is hoping to continue 
its three-year run at winning football 
(18-12).  Come join us for the home 
games:  8/24 vs. Paradise Valley; 8/31 
vs. Goldwater; 9/21 Fairfax; and 9/28 
vs. Camelback. 
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                        From left to right: Amy Dietrich, Monica Lam, EiEi Naing, and NeNe Naing 

Central Badminton Dominates.  Similar to the 1960s, when coach Harriet Mitton’s Bobcats 
won regions and state championships on a regular basis, fourth-year coach Manny Valente is 
aiming high towards a state championship.    

 It’s partly because of Lam Power!  The Lam sisters will soon  be pictured on the wall in 
North Gym!  Baby Lam, aka Monica, is graduating next week and will be awarded the Academic 
Female Athlete for Central High as well as for the District’s Badminton Athlete for Academic 
excellence.  She is the valedictorian and has been #1 in her class all four years.  Ellen Lam and 
Peggy Lam will return next year.   In addition to the Lam sisters, the Naing sisters, EiEi and 
NeNe Naing, were both all-state selections.  Eiei received back-to-back Phoenix Unions MVP 
awards, and was also the AIA Region player of the year honors.  Amy Dietrich paired with NeNe 
to form the regions dominant doubles team.  While NeNe has graduated, EiEi will return for her 
senior year. 
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DID YOU KNOW? 
Central’s gymnasium was the first refrigerated gym in the United States (1957).



!  

New Construction at Central High 

 The front building of Central High is being torn down this summer to make way for a 
new, modernized administrations building.  Additionally, the cafeteria is being expanded to 
accommodate more students.   Students are being fed this summer at the adjacent Coding 
Academy.  This fall, students will retrieve their breakfast and lunches from the basketball courts. 
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Up in Smoke 

The brick and mortar smokehouse, located between 
the 9 (900 building) and snack bar where the picnic 
tables currently are, will be demolished this summer..  
Central Hall of Famer Jimmy Walker once hung a 
campaign sign from the smokehouse, and witnesses 
claim that McDonald’s character ‘Grimmas ’ was 
once hauled to the top!   

_________________________



Rob Rajsich (class of 1975) dies—was a star athlete 
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 Rob Rajsich achieved eight varsity letters at Central High School (1971-1975), and 
received all-state honors in basketball and baseball in 1975. He also placed fourth in high jump 
at the state meet and was the most valuable player of the American Legion State Baseball 
Tournament. He was named Arizona high school “Athlete of the Year” in 1975 -- by the Tucson 
Conquistadors.  
 After high school he played football, basketball and baseball at Phoenix College  
(1975-1977). and was named the football “Offensive Player of the Year” in 1976 by the Phoenix 
Thunderbirds. He transferred to the University of Miami for his junior and senior year, and 
played both baseball and football.  In baseball he went to the College World Series both years; in 
football, he still holds the record for the longest punt at 79 yards.  
 After graduating from Miami, Rob coached basketball with PUHSD with Hall of Famers 
Wimpy Jones at Maryvale, Pat Ferrell at Paradise Valley, and Dan Mannix, at Sunnyslope, and 
freshman basketball in 1982 at Central. 



  

Central High has 27 Phoenix Union 
High School District Sports Hall of 

Fame Inductees 
     The vision was that of Dr. Zac Muñoz, the district athletic director.  The first ceremony was at 
the old Phoenix Union High School gymnasium off of Fillmore.  That December evening 
Central’s first football coach, Martin “Pug” Marich and two-time state championship Coach (’69, 
’72) Ray Laing became inaugural inductees.  Fast forward to 2018, and we have blazed a hall of 
fame trail of 27 inductees and two more to be inducted in December:  Jonathan Levine (tennis, 
1981), and three-time state wrestling champion Alex Hinds (1965). 

Looking to get involved? 

 Advertising.  Inquire about advertising in the Echo. Tom 602-320-5245 

 Website.  Seeking company or individual to start Central Bobcat Alumni Website. 

Wall of Fame.  Currently only Central High athletes from the 90’s and up are hanging on 
the wall of the South Gym.  We need to hang-up pictures of the Hall of Fame athletes 
from the 1960’s, 1970’s, and 1980’s. 

Coaches and State Championship Team Photos.  As a source of inspiration, we would 
like to decorate the weight room with state championship team photos.  We feel that hall 
of fame coaches should be hanging up in the coach’s office as well. 

Tax-exempt status.  We opened a business ‘non-profit’ account but are seeking a 501 c 
(3) tax-exempt status award.   
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Opportunities 

Come visit Central.  Drop me a line at twilliams@phoenixunion.org to schedule a tour of 
Central.  I’m teaching summer school upstairs in room 922.  Looking for guest speakers! 

Scholarship Donations.    

The Alumni Foundation seeks to award college funds to deserving scholar-athletes on an 
annual basis.  Student-athletes demonstrating good citizenship, high scholarship, and 
achievement in their sport shall be awarded scholarship money to aid them in pursuit of their 
college dreams.  The board members shall convene at Central High School each spring to award 
a scholarship check to college bound senior scholar-athletes.  All donations, scholarships, and 
expenditures are published in the Central Echo. 

Please reply to twilliams@phoenix.org if you would like to get involved.   

$100 annual subscription to the Central Echo makes you a member.  All contributions to the 
Gofundme account will be tax deductible. 

Donations are proudly accepted at:  https://www.gofundme.com/scholarship-funds-for-non-
profit.  “The Central High School Bobcat Alumni Foundation” are processed through PayPal 
Giving Fund, a 501(c)3 public charity (federal tax ID: 45-0931286).   

Note:  Gofundme keeps 6.9% of the donation plus .30 cents per transaction. 

OR write check to:    Central High Bobcat Alumni Foundation 

c/o Brando Ponce 

2925 W. Mariposa Street 

Phoenix, Arizona 85017 
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Hall of Fame Members 
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Hugo Martin Jon Levine Lois 
Drinkwater

Martin“ 
Pug” Marich

Jimmie 
Walker

Gary 
Rajsich

Bruce 
Nichols

Joyce 
Sanders

Jay Schlueter

Edwin 
“Winn” 
Young

Marilyn

Ramenofsky


Pat 
McCormick

Travis

Holcombe

David

Rajsich

Steve

Tosacker

Jo Elyn

Boone

Alex Hinds
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   John Hughes Kim Bernard    Eric Kruljac

Dave Silcox

   Ed Martensen


